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Easter, all like to eat chocolate, trying to make a chocolate that everyone will
eat. My goal is to make one that everyone likes. My concern is that there are too
many allergies, so I thought it might just be best to change things up to make it
the best possible.
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Here is the ingredient list for chocolate.

VATF R9 5L7] 6 AR A o

Sugar, cocoa butter, full cream milk, cocoa liquor, lecithin, vanilla and cocoa.
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Can’t have sugar. Some people are trying to be healthy and not eat sugar.
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So let’s take that out.
BT AR & AP e & 42,

Milk, well, plenty of people can’t handle dairy. So that has to go.
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Lecithin. That sounds scary, like some poison or venom, so we can’t have any
of that.
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Cocoa and vanilla are left. Real vanilla is incredibly expensive, so let’s use the
cheap stuff instead!
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Okay, here we go, some cocoa and vanilla. Let’s mix these and give it a try. It
isn’t good!
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In our search for the best chocolate for everyone, we have made something for
no one. We’ve watered it down so much that it’s just useless. Not good for
eating. I’ve taken out all the stuff that made it good. Now it’s good for nothing.
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I wonder — has the cross and Easter been watered down. Has it become sanitized
because it’s hard to accept?
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God dying on the cross because of my sins and your sins is offensive. It says
that I need to be saved. You need to be saved. I’ve made mistakes. And the only
way to be with God, to know the God of the universe, is to admit that I’'m at
fault and need his help.
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So many religions don’t want to tear down and rebuild from the bottom. They
want to make you a little better.
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Have we lost Awe at Easter? The fear and wonder of Jesus dying in our place.
And without the fear and wonder, Easter has lost its goodness to us?
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We lose our fear of God. We lose our need for Jesus.
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We lose our wonder at God showing us his amazing grace, and we end up
chasing other things that look wonderful.
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Today is Good Friday. In the weeks leading up to Easter, we looked at Jesus’
final days. His last supper with his disciples and at the garden of Gethsemane,
where he prepared for his crucifixion. And we’ve seen the Awe that we have in
God. Awe, the combination of Fear and Wonder.
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As we see the crucifixion of Jesus, we’ll see two types of responses; 1. Those
who are against Jesus, 2. Those who have faith.
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The challenge for us today will be to restore our Awe of God, check it and make
sure it’s not a watered-down, sanitized version, with the heart of it ripped out,
cheapened by the world, as we look at the crucifixion of Jesus.
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Start by seeing several negative responses to Jesus before seeing the right
response.
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Pilate and his wife act out of fear.
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19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this
message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have
suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”
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Pilate’s wife suffered greatly in a dream. We have no more details than that.
And it’s tempting to fill out the details by imagining what was happening with
her. But all we can say with confidence is that she wanted Pilate to avoid Jesus
because he was innocent and she was afraid to suffer more.
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Pilate didn’t listen to his wife. He was motivated by his fear of the crowd
getting out of hand.
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20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for
Barabbas and to have Jesus executed....24 When Pilate saw that he was
getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and
washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s
blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”
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Pilate was the governor, and he could easily be replaced if he couldn’t do his
job of calming this city. So he operates from fear of the Pharisees, the leaders,
and fear of an uproar. He feared losing his prestigious position.
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And so, Barabbas is released, and Jesus is sent to be flogged and crucified. At
this point, the soldiers mock Jesus. They pretend that he is the king, dress him
up and beat him. Crucifixion is not enough. Jesus must be humiliated before
everyone. So that those who knew Jesus would want nothing to do with him.
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Pharisees are operating out of the fear of losing their position, out of self-
interest. They wanted Jesus dead. He was too radical. Too counter-cultural.
Turning tables in the temple. Teaching against them that the Pharisees were
dangerous and not to be trusted. They were fearful of the change Jesus wanted
to bring, where people knew a loving God, so they killed him.
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And when Jesus is hanging on the cross, they mock him further.
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39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and
saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three
days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of
God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the
elders mocked him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save
himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross,
and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now
if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” 44 In the same way
the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.
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Pharisees start getting the crowd involved and continue to heap abuse on Jesus.
It’s easy to mock when you’re in a position of power.
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But into this moment. Where Pilate, the Pharisees, and the crowd are all against
Jesus, the heavens and the earth respond. And in Jesus’ death on the cross, he
leads us to have Awe of him. When it seems everyone and everything is against
Jesus, the sky and the rocks cry out.
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45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.
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The heavens respond to the Son of God dying on the cross. Darkness comes

across the land as the people have been unable to see that Jesus is the Son of
God.
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Until Jesus cries out to his father and dies on the cross. Alone. Friends fled.
Betrayed. Mocked. Abused. Spat upon. Reviled. Cursed.
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But this moment. This is what Jesus had come to do. And in his death, he
defeats death. And when he rises on Sunday, he brings life.
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Not only had the heavens closed over with Jesus on the cross. Now in the
temple, the curtain is torn in 2. That was designed to separate God from his
people and the people from a holy God. Which only allowed one person access
to the innermost place once every year and offered sacrifices. That sacrifice has
been laid on the cross. And no sacrifice is ever needed again.
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That temple i1s defunct. It’s job done. We no longer need to go to a building to
offer sacrifices, the sacrifice has made access to God possible.
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Jesus 1n his death has defeated death.
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Verse 51,
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The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies
of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of
the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and
appeared to many people.
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The earth quakes and dead people come back to life. Just as when Jesus was
alive he worked miracles, bringing healing, and raising people to life. So too in
his death, the world is made different.
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The physical world is rocked by the death of the Son of God.
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But so too the spiritual world.
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The curtain has been torn. People can now approach God without blood for their
sins because their sins are dealt with.
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Dead people are coming back to life. The curtain in the temple is gone.
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Jesus’ death has shifted everything. It’s changed everything.
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And two small groups of people see it and understand what has happened.
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55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed
Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 56 Among them were Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of
Zebedee’s sons.
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Despite all the men running away, these women have remained faithful.
They’ve seen Jesus’ in his power, and in his humility, and they will see him
resurrected and be the first to proclaim the gospel.
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And the other group is in verse 54,
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54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw
the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”
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The centurion and those guarding him. These are the soldiers who took Jesus
from Pilate. Those who beat him, and mocked him, and pretend that he was a
king have seen something. Something that rocks them to their core.
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When they saw all that happened they were terrified. Terror. We’ve killed him!
We are the ones who put Jesus to death. What is going to happen to us! Are we
next? Is there going to divine punishment coming from heaven‘7
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And they exclaim — surely, he was the son of God. Their response is also one of
wonder. They see in his death no ordinary execution. The sun was darkened, the
earth shook. It was no ordinary power. They hadn’t heard from an angel or a
prophet, but they had seen God’s power in Jesus at the cross on display.
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And they have Awe.
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Awe. Combination of Fear and Wonder. Fear, because they realized what they
have done. But wonder because what they had heard about Jesus was right — he
1s the Son of God!
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3. Fear and Wonder & E 2 ¥4



Awe is fear and wonder.
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When you take away one you lose Awe. And you lose the heart of the good
news of Jesus’ death on the cross for us.
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Good news of Easter is a combination of both of these.
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God himself is right to punish us, for our sin, for our rebellion of him. But we
don’t need to fear him. Because in his great love for us his own son died in our
place.
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We run the risk of losing the heart of the gospel, even at Easter when one of
those important ingredients of fear and wonder are left out.
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When we lose the fear of God we lose the awareness of our sin. My sin, my
mistakes, the people I hurt, just become something to move on from, mutter an
apology, hope that I don’t get cancelled. As long as our sin isn’t as big as
slapping someone on live television, we can easily escape all repercussions
from sin. I can hide from my issues and be known as a good guy. Unless I ask
the ones closest to me, and the God who knows me best.
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In the current political climate, reporters and all sides of the political spectrum
like to pull up dirt from the past and say — look at this! They are terrible. But
can you imagine someone doing that to you. Actually looking through all your
hurts and sins, your darkest thoughts and bringing them to the light of day.
FATHBOERAET, A HRGESH Lo ERl KB L hFEL
R FHAEE! EARTH, ERMGAEBZEAATHRERMB? TRGE
FERTANOGERRE, RREBOEAEL EHCMAIH,



God sees all of who we are. He knows how dark and terrible our hearts are. And
we can pretend that’s all fine. But the right response is the Centurions response.
To be terrified before God.
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But not to stay there. To move to wonder that he would forgive me, you.
Sinners, the very worst.
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When we lose the wonder at God’s amazing love, we are left with fear. And so
seek all kinds of remedies to make us feel better.
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Whether it’s success at work, or university, or escapism. Chase being wonderful
ourselves to escape what we deserve.

SR T L, ERREFORY), RALBILT, LR TRBHET L
e E AT

Yet God says, I’'m wonderful for you.
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The cross is the centrepiece of Christianity. When we lose the importance, both
the fear and the wonder it falls apart.
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So, to restore our Awe, come to the cross with fear and wonder.
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We’re going to say a confession together now, and then sing of God’s love for
us
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